
Identifying Oregon’s Common Trees
The two main types of trees in Oregon forests are 
conifers and hardwoods. Although there are actually 
more hardwood species (35) than conifer (30), 
conifers dominate Oregon forests. Conifers 
have needle- or scale-like leaves and bear seeds 
inside woody cones. Hardwoods are mostly 
broad-leaved and their seeds come from their 
flowers. This chart helps identify common conifers.

Identifying
Conifers
Of Oregon

Douglas Fir 
Pseudotsuga 
menziesii
A large conifer 100
to 250 feet tall pre-
dominant in western
Oregon and common
east of the Cascades,
especially at mid-to-
high elevations. Com-
mon uses: structural
products such as lum-
ber, beams, trusses
and flooring 
plus veneer, 
plywood, 
paper pulp 
and some 
chemicals.

Noble Fir
Abies procera
A large conifer 150 to
200 feet tall common
at middle to high el-
evations in the Cas-
cade and Siskiyou
mountains. Common
uses: lumber, ply-
wood, pulp for paper
products and Christ-
mas trees. Or less
commonly, white 
fir, grand fir, 
subalpine 
fir, Pacific 
silver fir, 
others.

Western Red Cedar
Thuja plicata
Large conifer 150 to 
200 feet tall found in
western Oregon along
river bottoms, flats
and mountain slopes.
Common uses: lum-
ber for siding, interior
finish, boat building,
fences, poles, posts,
shakes and shingles.
Or less commonly,
incense cedar, white
cedar, Port Orford 
cedar, 
Alaska 
cedar, 
western 
juniper.

Ponderosa Pine
Pinus ponderosa
A very important east-
ern and southwest-
ern Oregon conifer
125 to 180 feet tall.
Common uses: mold-
ing, windows, doors
and other millwork,
furniture, piling and
general construction
lumber. Or less com-
monly, lodgepole
pine, western white
pine, sugar 
pine.

Western Larch
Larix occidentalis
A large conifer 100 
to 180 feet tall found
in the Blue Moun-
tains and the eastern
slopes of the Cas-
cades. Common uses:
lumber, posts, poles
and mine timbers.

Sitka Spruce
Picea sitchensis
Largest spruce, a con-
ifer measuring 125
to 180 feet tall and
found in the “fog
zone” generally very
close to the ocean.
Common uses: lum-
ber, aircraft, boats,
piano soundboards
and paper. 
Or less 
commonly, 
Engle-
mann 
spruce, 
Brewer 
spruce.

Western Hemlock
Tsuga heterophylla
Large conifer 125 to 
200 feet tall quite
common in western
Oregon forests.
Common uses: pulp,
general construction
lumber, molding,
veneer and plywood
Or less commonly,
mountain hemlock.

Common Oregon
Hardwood Trees

Red Alder
Alnus rubra
A hardwood 30 to 120
feet tall, the most 
common broadleaved 
tree in western Oregon. 
Common uses: 
furniture, pallets, 
wooden ware, 
plugs for paper 
rolls and toys.

Bigleaf Maple
Acer macrophyllum

Black Cottonwood
Populus trichocarpa

Oregon White Oak
Quercus garryana

A large hardwood 100 to
200 feet tall found on
moist sites along streams.
Common uses: 
plywood cores, 
crates, toys,
and pulp for 
paper.

A hardwood 40 to 100 feet 
feet tall found commonly
in western Oregon 
forests. Common 
uses: furniture, 
flooring, 
paneling 
and paint- 
brush handles.

A hardwood 60 to 80 feet tall most
commonly found in the interior 
valleys between the 
Cascades and the 
Coast Range. 
Common uses: 
furniture, 
flooring 
and 
millwork.

leaves needle-like leaves flattened
and scale-like

clustered needles non-clustered needles
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needles
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