Winter Bird Feeding East of the Cascades

http://www.wbu.com/education/winterbirdfeeding.htmlEducational Resources 
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As winter approaches, many birds change some of their eating habits. Birds that usually eat insects may start to eat berries to supplement their diets. Birds will start to look for reliable sources of food for wintertime survival. And, in the fall, many birds began forming flocks. Flocks of birds are better able to find food and protect themselves from predators. 

The life of a bird in the winter may not be as stress-free as many people think.

In much of North America, winter can be a difficult time for birds. The days are short, and nights are often cold and long. The natural food supply has been consumed or is hidden by snow. Most insects are dead or dormant. Water can be hard to find, and food needed to provide the energy to keep birds warm might be scarce. Finding shelter may not be easy. If there are limited natural evergreens or shelter, birds may seek manmade houses or habitats that can provide refuge from the winds, rains, ice or snow of winter. 

Birds are warm-blooded. In general, this means that they maintain their body temperature within a certain range even when the temperature around them changes. The maintenance of body temperature within a normal range depends on the amount of heat the bird produces.

On cold, wintry days, most birds fluff up their feathers, creating air pockets, which help keep the birds warm. The more air spaces, the better the insulation. Some birds perch on one leg, drawing the other leg to the breast for warmth.

To keep up their high metabolic rate, most backyard birds eat rich, energy foods such as seeds, insects and suet. There are some times, however, when birds are not prepared to deal with sudden drops in temperature or sudden winter storms. At times like these, it is especially helpful to have feeders full so that birds can find food easily.  

Providing Food for Birds in Winter

As winter approaches, you may need to change some of the foods you offer to birds. Providing high calorie and high fat foods can be important to the birds. The birds visiting winter feeders may be arriving in flocks or may come to the feeders as individuals, so you will need to provide different options for the birds.

Feeders should be located out of the wind. The east or southeast side of a house or near a row of trees is ideal. It is best to have a perching spot such as a bush or tree for the birds to use to survey the feeding area and provide sufficient cover for safe refuge from predators and shelter from the wind and weather. The feeders should be positioned near cover but in the open to allow birds to watch for danger. For ground feeding, an area near cover with a clear view of the surroundings is desirable.

Placing seed in a ground feeder entices birds such as sparrows, juncos, Mourning Doves, quail, pheasants, towhees and Brown Thrashers. Even the Red-bellied Woodpecker, which is thought of as a tree dweller, does some foraging on the ground. Platform and hopper feeders are especially good for attracting cardinals, wrens, chickadees, titmice, jays, and grosbeaks. Hanging feeders, because they blow in the wind, are generally used by those species that are able to hang on while feeding such as chickadees, titmice, nuthatches and finches. 

Oil sunflower is a great overall seed to offer in the winter. It has a high calorie/ounce ratio due to its high fat and protein content and its relatively thin shell. Oil sunflower has twice the calories per pound than striped sunflower and its smaller shells make less mess when discarded by birds.

Suet is a great food to offer many of the birds that will visit backyards in the winter. Suet is a high energy, pure fat substance which is invaluable in winter when insects are harder to find and birds need many more calories to keep their bodies warm.

Suet can be fed in a variety of feeders: a suet cage or a wood and cage feeder offering protection from the weather elements and designed to require birds to hang upside down.

Peanuts are another great food to offer birds in the wintertime. Peanuts have high protein and fat levels and are often an ingredient in suet products. Offering peanuts in a peanut feeder can provide a good source of protein for birds. 

Providing Water for Birds

Birds do need a source for water in the winter. You can help birds find water by providing an open source of water for the birds. Bird baths can provide a water source and should be heated to help prevent the whole bath from freezing. In areas where the weather can turn cold and possibly freeze the water in bird baths, a heater or heated birdbath will provide that. 

It is always a good idea to cover ceramic bird baths to keep the water out in the winter. You can put out a plastic dish with an added heater or a bird bath with a built-in heater.

Some products can be kept out all winter, if the proper bird bath de-icers are used. Check with your Wild Birds Unlimited sales associate or the manufacturer about the best kind of heaters to use in bird baths and ponds.

Providing Cover for Birds

Roosting boxes or natural plant covers can also aid birds seeking protection from cold weather. Shelter is also needed for protection against natural predators, such as birds of prey. Cats are unnatural predators and birds also need shelter to escape from them. Be sure to clean out old nests from houses to help reduce the possibility of parasitic bugs surviving the winter. It also allows birds the opportunity to roost in a clean house. Winter can be a great time to feed and enjoy the birds!

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How can I help the birds during the cold and wet weather?
By providing evergreen trees, shrubs and roosting boxes, you can offer a safe place for birds to escape the elements. During storms birds will frequently seek shelter and a roosting box provides a safe place for birds to retreat. 

Q: How do birds keep warm in the winter?

Birds are warm blooded. In general, this means that they maintain their body temperature within a certain range even when the temperature around them changes. The maintenance of body temperature within a normal range depends on the amount of heat the bird produces and the way it conserves heat. In nocturnal birds, such as owls and nighthawks, the body temperature is higher at night when these birds are most active. 

On cold, wintry days, most birds fluff up their feathers, creating air pockets that help keep the birds warm. The more air spaces, the better the insulation. Some birds perch on one leg, drawing the other leg to the breast for warmth. Shivering is used by almost all birds for short term adjustment to the cold. It is the main way birds increase their heat production while the bird is at rest. Shivering converts muscular energy into heat for the short term and that energy must be replaced soon.

To keep up their high metabolic rate, most backyard birds eat rich, high energy foods such as seeds, insects and suet. Most songbirds will fill a special storage pouch in the esophagus with food before dark and digest the food overnight. Some birds like whippoorwills, hummingbirds and swifts will become torpid (the birds lower their metabolic rates and body temperatures to conserve energy) overnight.

Bird Beaks ActivitySource: http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/1998/of98-805/lessons/chpt2/act5.htm

A bird's beak is basically a lightweight, bony elongation of its skull. The beak is covered with skin that produces keratin, the same material found in human fingernails and hair. On most birds, the keratin condenses and dries, forming the beak's hard, glossy, outer covering. The tip and cutting edges of the beak are constantly renewed as they wear away, just as human nails are. 

Bird beaks are multi-functional tools. Birds use them to weave nests, defend their territory, attack competitors, groom feathers, communicate, and most significantly, to gather or capture food. 

Over the years, a wide assortment of bird beaks has evolved. Though many birds have straight beaks that are adapted to general feeding, some birds' beaks are examples of unique adaptations. 

· Raptors and Shirkes have strong, hooked beaks for tearing their prey. 

· Woodpeckers have nail-like beaks for boring holes into trees to find insects. 

· Jays and crows have large heavy bills, and they can eat just about anything, from large seeds and nuts to road kill. 

· Hummingbirds' beaks protect their long tubular tongues, with which the birds extract nectar from flowers. 

· Swallows and whippoorwills use their wide, gaping beaked mouths to catch flying insects in mid-air. 

· Sparrows, finches and grosbeaks have short, cone-shaped beaks for cracking open seeds. 

· Nuthatches and Brown Creepers have long beaks for probing in bark on trees to find small insects. 

All animals are adapted to their environment in unique ways. A very important adaptation for food gathering in birds is the size and shape of the beak. In this activity, we will focus on different types of bird beaks and discover how each type of beak functions in collecting specific types of food.
Students, using everyday objects that model different bird beaks, will try to gather the food and place it in their "stomachs". A class discussion on specialization of each beak type should follow.

Materials: 

· Suggested Food Resources: 
uncooked shell macaroni, goldfish crackers, M&M® candies, gummy worms, chocolate sprinkles, peanuts, sunflower seeds, raisins, mini-marshmallows, cereals (you get the idea!) For an interesting ending, try individual cups of pudding for each student! 

· Beaks (utensils): one set per group
clothespin, toothpick, straw, spoon, small plastic scoop, tweezers/small scissors 

· Other Materials: 
paper plate for feeding dish (1 per group); small cup for stomach (1 per student), whistle/bell to signal change of feeding 

Procedure:

Students should work in groups of 4-6, either at a table or around a clean mat on the floor. Distribute one type of "beak" (utensil) to each student, instructing them to hold it in one hand and place the other hand behind their back. Place a "stomach" (cup) in front of each student. Place one type of food in each group's feeding area (plate) and instruct students that, at your signal, they must compete for as much of that food resource as they can gather with their "beaks". Remind them that their survival depends on their ability to gather food. Give the signal, and allow each group 5-10 seconds to "feed". All food must go into their "stomach" (cups)! After 10 seconds, give the signal to stop. Have the students tell which beak was most successful in gathering that type of food. Repeat the procedure for each type of food available. 

Feeding the Birds

In this second activity, your students will collect data on birds attracted to the feeders.  After the bird beak activity, they will be better equipped to predict the food each type of bird will eat based on its beak.  You can collect data on many different questions.

Materials: 

· Feeders:
· You will need at least 2 types of feeders like
· Suet feeder
· General “wildbird” seed feeder
· Sunflower feeder or peanut feeder
· Thistle seed feeder

· Seeds: 
· You will need seeds or suet for the above feeders
· Necessary hardware to hang each feeder (most schools have opted to hang them from the eaves of the building, in a location that the students can watch from indoors)
Note:  When selecting the feeders, choose feeders to provide different size food, like peanuts or sunflower seeds, thistle seeds and general seed.  A suet feeder and suet will attract a lot of birds, and is inexpensive.  

When you are ready to begin this project, you will need to make the commitment to provide for the birds through the rest of the winter.  They will become dependent on this as a food source.  If you additionally provide a water source and shelter, you will have the “happiest” birds on the planet!  Okay, that is a bit of an overstatement, but those additional sources will provide all the needs for your birds through even the harshest winter.

Set the feeders out and provide food for a couple of weeks, until you have regular visitors to the feeders.  Be sure that you allow your students time to observe the birds.  During this time, guide your students into asking questions about the birds and their feeding habits.  Give them some time to read about birds that overwinter.  

Some sample questions:

· Which feeders does this bird visit?  (For this line of inquiry, students are assigned a specific bird, and their question is specifically about that bird.) 

· Which feeder has the most birds visit?  (This is a nice general question for Kindergartners and 1st graders.  They simply count the number of birds at each feeder over the winter.)

· Does temperature change the way birds feed?  (This is a great question for older students.  You will need to get an outdoor thermometer, and record temperature and birds at the feeder.  Analysis would be best as a scatter plot.)  Students can follow one bird that is a regular visitor to the feeder (As it gets colder, does this bird switch to different foods, or reduce/increase visits?) or overall count (As it gets colder, do more birds visit or less birds visit?)

Follow the birds until you start to get spring arrivals.  You will notice new birds that you haven’t seen before.  As you collect data, your students can start to identify the birds, and become quite adept at this.

My bird pictures are not comprehensive for the birds that will visit your feeders.  Teachers told me that California quail and mourning dove are also frequent visitors.  

Common “Songbirds” Found East of the Cascades

Winter Birds:

Woodpecker (two species)

Northern Flicker

Horned Lark

Jay (2 species)

Clark’s Nutcracker

Magpie

Crow and Raven

Chickadee (2 species)

Bushtit

Nuthatch (3 species)

Brown creeper

Wren (5 species – 3 winter)

Blue bird (2 species – 1 winter)

Townsend’s solitaire

American Robin

Thrush (3 species – 1 winter)

Waxwing (2 species)

Shrike (2 species)

European starling

Towhee (2 species – 1 winter)

Sparrow (13 species – 3 winter)

Dark-eyed junco

Snow Bunting

Western Meadowlark

Finch (3 species)

Crossbill

Pine siskin

American goldfinch

House sparrow

Summer Birds (in addition to the above)

Flycatchers (8 species)

Kingbird (2 species)

Swallow (6 different species)

Kinglet (2 species)

Sage thrasher

Warbler (11 species)

Western tanager (1 species)

Bobolink

Redwing Blackburn

Grosbeak (3 species)

Lazuli Bunting 

Cowbird (2 species)

Brewer’s blackbird

Northern oriole

Wren (5 species – 2 summer)

Blue bird (2 species – 1 summer)

Townsend’s solitaire

American Robin

Thrush (3 species – 2 summer)

Waxwing (2 species)

Shrike (2 species)

European starling

Towhee (2 species – 1 summer)

Sparrow (13 species – 10 summer)

WOODPECKERS:
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DOWNEY WOODPECKER – smaller bird

HAIRY WOODPECKER – larger bird

http://www.ohio-nature.com/image-files/downey-woodpecker-male-lg.jpg
http://mayo.personcounty.net/Bird%20Folder/Woodpecker%20pictures/Hairy%20woodpecker.jpg
Woodpeckers seem compelled to enlarge entrances to nest boxes before using them! Downeys are the smallest woodpecker, Hairys are large. You can attract them to your nest boxes and feeders. They are generally year round residents. 

HABITAT: These Woodpeckers are quite territorial, and each couple defends a territory about 1/4 acre around the nest, but ranges over a much larger area. 

NESTING: Nest boxes for Downey are 4x4"-5x5," 1.25 to 1.5" Hole; Hairy are 5.5x5.5” to 6.5x6.5,” 1.75 to 2” Hole.
Adding an inch or 2 of woodchips in the bottom of the box makes your nest box more attractive. 

FOOD: It's obvious that woodpeckers like insects...but they also like fruit and tree seeds, sunflower seed, corn, cornbread, peanut butter and suet. 

WATER: Water sources are important to all birds, especially during frozen winter spells and hot dry summer days. Best placed in the open, with nearby branches for convenient lookouts will invite birds to your water features. 

COVER: Natural landscaping of encourages these woodland birds. "Wood" is their middle name for a reason! Mature trees are favorites, but young trees also provide insects and cover. 

INTERESTING TIDBITS:

· A layer of woodchips helps keep the eggs from rolling around the next, and may help keep the eggs warm since they partially bury their eggs in the chips. 

· Leaving deadwood (as long as it doesn’t endanger anyone) in your trees will encourage woodpeckers to visit your backyard. The snags attract insects and provide soft wood in which the woodpecker can excavate their nest holes. And these holes are used by a wide variety of native birds. 

· "Drumming" is a signal of territorial ownership or mating call -- or to communicate whereabouts to a mate. Loud, rapid volleys on resonant surfaces such as hollow trees or house drainpipes are favorite "drums". 

http://www.backyardnature.com/cgi-bin/gt/tpl.h,content=292 

OTHER MEMBER OF THE WOODPECKER FAMILY:
MEMBER OF THE LARK FAMILY:
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                                                                                               HORNED LARK

NORTHERN FLICKER                                                      

http://home.earthlink.net/~s.berliner/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderpictures/northern-flicker3-3-07f7923web.jpg
http://sdakotabirds.com/species_photos/horned_lark_3.htm
Northern Flicker

DESCRIPTION: The Northern Flicker is a large bird measuring between 10-14 inches long. The back and wings are brown/tan and black-barred with a whitish or buffy breast with black spots and a wide black band across the breast. This bird readily comes to backyard bird feeders filled with black oil sunflower and hulled sunflower seeds placed in hanging feeders.

Mating Habits: Head bobbing accompanied by the birds "woikawoikawoika" call. The Northern Flicker will use a properly constructed bird house for nesting. As a cavity nester the flicker will excavate a nest in a tree, post, or catus anywhere from 8-100 feet above ground. The female will lay 7-9 white eggs that will be incubated by both male and female for about 11-12 days. The young birds will leave the nest in about 25-28 days after hatching.

INTERESTING TIDBITS:  

· This bird eats more ants than any other North American bird. Its tongue extends almost three inches beyond its beak, which is ideally suited to this purpose. 

· Chances are, if you haven't seen a Northern Flicker, you haven't been looking. 

HORNED LARK

DESCRIPTION: 7-8" (18-20 cm). Larger than a sparrow. Brown, with black stripe below eye and white or yellowish stripe above, black crescent on breast, and black "horns" (not always seen).  In flight, tail is black with white edges. 

HABITAT: Plains, fields, airports, and beaches.

NESTING: 3-5 brown-spotted gray eggs in a hollow in the ground lined with fine grass.

VOICE: A soft ti-ti. Song delivered in flight is a high-pitched series of tinkling notes.

INTERESTING TIDBITS:

· Walks or runs instead of hopping, moves in an erratic pattern when feeding. 

· On its breeding territory and when in flocks during winter, it feeds on seeds and ground insects.

Earliest nesting bird; may be found in February. As many as three broods are raised each year. 

This bird is philopatric, or faithful to its birthplace, where it returns after every migration. 

http://www.wild-bird-watching.com/Northern_Flicker.html
http://www.enature.com/fieldguides/detail.asp?recNum=BD0130
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THE JAY FAMILY:
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SCRUB JAY

http://www.coutant.org/jay/jay.jpg








STELLER’S JAY

http://www.zuropak.com/photogallery/samples/Stellers-Jay-146.jpg


SCRUB JAY

DESCRIPTION: A lanky bird with long, floppy tail and an often hunched-over posture. Blue and gray above, with a pale underside broken up by a blue necklace. In birds, the color blue depends on lighting, so Western Scrub-Jays often look simply dark.

BEHAVIOR: Assertive, vocal, and inquisitive. You’ll often notice scrub-jays silhouetted high in trees, on wires, or on posts where they act as lookouts. In flight seems underpowered and slow, with bouts of fluttering alternating with glides.

HABITAT: Look for Western Scrub-Jays in open habitats of the West: oak woodlands and chaparral near the coast and pinyon-juniper woodlands of the interior West; also backyards, pastures, and orchards. Typically, though not always, in lower and drier habitats than Steller’s Jay.

STELLER’S JAY

DESCRIPTION: A large, dark jay of evergreen forests in the mountainous West. Steller’s Jays are common in forest wildernesses but are also fixtures of campgrounds, parklands, and backyards, where they are quick to spy bird feeders as well as unattended picnic items. When patrolling the woods, Steller’s Jays stick to the high canopy, but you’ll hear their harsh, scolding calls if they’re nearby. Graceful and almost lazy in flight, they fly with long swoops on their broad, rounded wings. Steller’s Jays are large songbirds with large heads, chunky bodies, rounded wings, and a long, full tail. The bill is long, straight, and powerful, with a slight hook. Steller’s Jays have a prominent triangular crest that often stands nearly straight up from their head. At a distance, Steller’s Jays are very dark jays, lacking the white underparts of most other species. The head is charcoal black and the body is all blue (lightest, almost sparkling, on the wings). White markings above the eye are fairly inconspicuous.

BEHAVIOR: Like other jays, Steller’s Jays are bold, inquisitive, intelligent, and noisy. Steller’s Jays spend much of their time exploring the forest canopy, flying with patient wingbeats. They come to the forest floor to investigate visitors and look for food, moving with decisive hops of their long legs.

HABITAT: Look for Steller’s Jays in evergreen forests of western North America, at elevations of 3,000-10,000 feet (lower along the Pacific coast). They’re familiar birds of campgrounds, picnic areas, parks, and backyards.

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Western_Scrub-Jay/id

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Stellers_Jay/id
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CORVID FAMILY 
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CLARK’S NUTCRACKER


BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE

http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/IFWIS/ibt/userfiles/image/photos/800/clark%27s-nutcracker--michael-woodruff.jpg
http://www.birding.in/images/Birds/rajiv/bb_magpie.jpg
The Clark’s Nutcracker

DESCRIPTION: 12-13" (30-33 cm). Pigeon-sized, with flashing black, white, and gray pattern. Light gray, with dark eye and long, sharply pointed bill. Black wing with large white wing patch at trailing edge; black tail with white outer tail feathers. Face white from forehead to chin; belly white. Crow-like flight.

HABITAT Stands of juniper and ponderosa pine or of whitebark pine and larch on high mountain ranges, near the tree line.

NESTING 2-6 spotted green eggs in a deep bowl nest of sticks in a coniferous tree. Nests very early.

VOICE   A guttural kraaaa.

INTERESTING TIDBITS:  

· The periodic irruptions of Clark's Nutcrackers, which may bring the birds all the way to the Pacific Coast, are related to failures of the pine nut crop. Near camps and picnic sites this erratic winter wanderer begs and steals food scraps. It can hold several nuts in a special cheek pouch under the tongue in addition to those it holds in the beak

· Member of the crow and raven (Corvid) family

BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE

DESCRIPTION: A common and very conspicuous bird of western North America, the Black-billed Magpie is found in urban as well as rural areas. Its bold black-and-white pattern and long tail make it easy to identify 

· Large black-and-white songbird. 

· Long black tail. 

· Black head and chest. 

· White belly and shoulder. 

· White patches in wings.

Juvenile similar to adult, but duller, with less iridescent upperparts

http://www.enature.com/fieldguides/detail.asp?recnum=BD0029

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/black-billed_magpie/id
THE CORVID FAMILY
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COMMON RAVEN
AMERICAN CROW

http://www.narba.org/html/tacr-raven.jpg
http://media.photobucket.com/image/common+raven/linkage_01/kos/images/common_raven.jpg?o=6
http://integral-options.blogspot.com/2007/02/bird-brains-on-corvid-intelligence.html
AMERICAN CROW

DESCRIPTION: Large, intelligent, all-black birds with hoarse, cawing voices. Their flight style is unique, flapping that is rarely broken up with glides. Crows are rarely found alone. A large, long-legged, thick-necked bird with a heavy, straight bill. In flight, the wings are fairly broad and rounded with the wingtip feathers spread like fingers. The short tail is rounded or squared off at the end. American Crows are all black, even the legs and bill. 

FOOD: Usually feed on the ground and eat almost anything: earthworms, insects and other small animals, seeds, and fruit but also garbage, carrion, and chicks they rob from nests.
HABITAT: American Crows are common birds of fields, open woodlands, and forests. They thrive around people, and you’ll often find them in agricultural fields, lawns, parking lots, athletic fields, roadsides, towns, and city garbage dumps.

INTERESTING TIDBITS:  

· American Crows are very social, sometimes forming flocks in the millions. 

· Inquisitive and sometimes mischievous, crows are good learners and problem-solvers. 

COMMON RAVEN

DESCRIPTION: Not just large but massive, with a thick neck, shaggy throat feathers, and a Bowie knife of a beak. In flight, ravens have long, wedge-shaped tails. They're more slender than crows, with longer, narrower wings, and longer, thinner “fingers” at the wingtips. Common Ravens are entirely black, right down to the legs, eyes, and beak. Common Ravens aren’t as social as crows; you tend to see them alone or in pairs except at food sources like landfills. Ravens are confident, inquisitive birds that strut around or occasionally bound forward with light, two-footed hops. In flight they are buoyant and graceful, interspersing soaring, gliding, and slow flaps.

HABITAT: Common Ravens live in open and forest habitats across western and northern North America. This includes deciduous and evergreen forests up to treeline, as well as high desert, sea coast, sagebrush, tundra, and grasslands. They do well around people, particularly rural settlements but also some towns and cities.

INTERESTING TIDBITS:  

· Ravens are among the smartest of all birds, gaining a reputation for solving ever more complicated problems invented by ever more creative scientists. 
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/American_Crow/id




http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Common_Raven/id
CHICKADEES
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MOUNTAIN CHICKADEE
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BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE

http://www.trmichels.com/MountainChickadee.jpg
http://depts.washington.edu/natmap/photos/birds/black-capped_chickadee_591np.jpg
MOUNTAIN CHICKADEE

DESCRIPTION: Tiny, large-headed but small-billed, with a long, narrow tail and full, rounded wings. Like all chickadees, strikingly black-and-white on the head, gray elsewhere. The white stripe over the eye identifies Mountain Chickadees from all other chickadees.

HABITAT: Dry, mountainous forests of the West. The similar Black-capped Chickadee often occurs along streams and in broad-leaved trees, while Mountain Chickadees stick to the evergreens on higher slopes.

INTERESTING TIDBITS:  

· Active and acrobatic, clinging to small limbs and twigs or hanging upside down from pine cones. In winter, Mountain Chickadees flock with kinglets and nuthatches, with birds following each other one by one from tree to tree.

· The tiny Mountain Chickadee is a busy presence overhead in the dry evergreen forests of the mountainous West. Often the nucleus in mixed flocks of small birds, Mountain Chickadees flit through high branches, hang upside down to pluck insects or seeds from cones, and give their scolding chick-a-dee call seemingly to anyone who will listen.

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE

DESCRIPTION: This tiny bird has a short neck and large head, giving it a distinctive, rather spherical body shape. It also has a long, narrow tail and a short bill a bit thicker than a warbler’s but thinner than a finch’s. The cap and bib are black, the cheeks white, the back soft gray, the wing feathers gray edged with white, and the underparts soft buffy on the sides grading to white beneath. The cap extends down just beyond the black eyes, making the small eyes tricky to see.

HABITAT: Black-capped Chickadees seldom remain at feeders except to grab a seed to eat elsewhere. They are acrobatic and associate in flocks—the sudden activity when a flock arrives is distinctive. They often fly across roads and open areas one at a time with a bouncy flight. Chickadees may be found in any habitat that has trees or woody shrubs, from forests and woodlots to residential neighborhoods and parks, and sometimes weedy fields and cattail marshes. They frequently nest in birch or alder trees.

INTERESTING TIDBITS:

· A bird almost universally considered “cute” thanks to its oversized round head, tiny body, and curiosity about everything. 

· Its habit of investigating people and everything else in its home territory, and quickness to discover bird feeders, make it one of the first birds most people learn.
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/mountain_chickadee/id
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Black-capped_Chickadee/id

Nuthatch (3 species)
http://www.1000birds.com/images/Red-breasted-Nuthatch17676.jpg
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http://sdakotabirds.com/species_photos/photos/white_breasted_nuthatch_1.jpg

http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/ifwis/ibt/userfiles/image/photos/800/pygmy-nuthatch--tom-munson.jpg
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WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH


RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH


       PYGMY NUTHATCH   


http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/White-breasted_Nuthatch/id


http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/RED-breasted_Nuthatch/id


http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Pygmy_Nuthatch/id

WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH

DESCRIPTION: The largest nuthatch, this is still a small bird with a large head and almost no neck. The tail is very short, and the long, narrow bill is straight or slightly upturned. White-breasted Nuthatches are gray-blue on the back, with a frosty white face and underparts. The black or gray cap and neck frame the face and make it look like this bird is wearing a hood. The lower belly and under the tail are often chestnut.

HABITAT: White-breasted Nuthatches are agile birds that creep along trunks and large branches, probing into bark furrows with their straight, pointed bills. Like other nuthatches, they often turn sideways and upside down on vertical surfaces as they forage. They don’t lean against their tails the way woodpeckers do. White-breasted Nuthatches are birds of mature woods and woodland edges and in some coniferous forests

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

DESCRIPTION: A small, compact bird with a sharp expression accentuated by its long, pointed bill. Red-breasted Nuthatches have very short tails and almost no neck; the body is plump or barrel-chested, and the short wings are very broad. Red-breasted Nuthatches are blue-gray birds with strongly patterned heads: a black cap and stripe through the eye broken up by a white stripe over the eye. The underparts are rich rusty-cinnamon, paler in females.

HABITAT: Red-breasted Nuthatches move quickly over trunks and branches probing for food in crevices and under flakes of bark. They creep up, down, and sideways without regard for which way is up, and they don’t lean against their tail the way woodpeckers do. Flight is short and bouncy. Red-breasted Nuthatches are mainly birds of coniferous woods and mountains. Look for them among spruce, fir, pine, hemlock, larch, and western red cedar as well as around aspens and poplars. 

PYGMY NUTHATCH

DESCRIPTION:

· Small nuthatch; climbs head-first down tree trunks. 

· Crown gray-brown. 

· Back gray. 

· Belly buffy white.

The immature bird is similar to adult, but crown and nape gray and only slightly different from color of back.
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      BROWN CREEPER
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BUSHTIT

DESCRIPTION: A very small, drab gray bird with a long tail and a social nature. Bushtits are usually found in flocks of up to 40 individuals, often mixed in with other species. 

· Very small bird. 

· Long tail and short wings. 

· Plain gray-brown without markings.

Immature Description

Eyes dark. Female's eyes become light within a month of fledging.

BROWN CREEPER

DESCRIPTION: Distinctive in habits and morphology, the Brown Creeper is a small, well-camouflaged bird of woodlands 

Adult Description

· Small songbird. 

· Upperparts streaked brown and white. 

· Underparts whitish. 

· Long thin bill. 

· Long tail. 

· Creeps up tree trunks.

Immature Description

Similar to adult, but with light spotting on underparts and duller upperparts.

INTERESTING TIDBITS:

It creeps along tree trunks, spiraling upward, picking invertebrates from the bark with its curved and pointed bill. 

THE WRENS (5 species – 3 winter)
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WINTER WREN
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BEWICK’S WREN
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CANYON WREN 
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CANYON WREN

DESCRIPTION: Small songbird, adults have a brown body, white throat, bright rufous, barred tail, and a long, thin, decurved bill. Juveniles are similar to adult, but upperparts appear more textured and less spotted, and flanks lack barring.

HABITAT: Found throughout the arid mountain country and canyonlands of western North America, the Canyon Wren nests and feeds in narrow rock crevices. Often, it announces its presence by its beautiful and distinctive song, a loud cascade of musical whistles 

BEWICK’S WREN

DESCRIPTION: Small gray and brown songbird with a moderately long tail often held cocked over back, thin pointed bill, and long white stripe over eye. Juvenile similar to adult, but with darker edges to feathers on chest, giving a scaled appearance.

HABITAT: A bird at home near human buildings and gardens, the Bewick's Wren was formerly common across the Midwest and eastern mountains. Eastern populations dropped drastically starting early in the 20th century, and now it is nearly restricted to the West. 

WINTER WREN

DESCRIPTION: Very small, dark bird, adults have a short tail, usually cocked upward, uniform dark brown plumage overall, and a thin, pointed bill. Juveniles are similar to adults, but darker.

HABITAT: Small in stature and incomparably energetic in voice, the Winter Wren inhabits moist forests and other habitats across much of North America. It is the only wren to be found outside the Americas, occurring also in Europe, Asia, and north Africa, with 35 or more recognized subspecies.

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/canyon_wren/id

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Bewicks_Wren/id
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/WINTER_WREN/id
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THE BLUEBIRDS
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MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD



http://thanix.info/blog/wp-content/uploads/2007/11/mountain-bluebird.jpg 



http://sdakotabirds.com/species_photos/photos/dark_eyed_junco_3.jpg
MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRDS (MALE AND FEMALE)
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MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD 

DESCRIPTION: Medium-sized songbird; small thrush, Head large and round, body chunky, tail medium length, blue in wings and tail, male sky blue overall. The male’s body, head, wings, and tail sky blue; brighter above, paler below, belly white, duller brownish blue in winter. The female is brown-blue overall, brighter pale sky blue on rump, wings, and tail, head and back bluish gray, white eyering, sometimes a faint malar streak., and chest may have some reddish. Some females are more brownish than others. Juvenile with spotted chest and unspotted back, and blue in wings and tail. Immature similar to adult but duller.

HABITAT: A common sight in ranchland and other open areas of the American West, the male Mountain Bluebird is a breathtaking brilliant sky blue. It prefers more open habitats than the other bluebirds and can be found in colder habitats in winter.

DARK-EYED JUNCO

DESCRIPTION: Dark-eyed Juncos are neat, even flashy little sparrows that flit about forest floors of the western mountains and Canada, then flood the rest of North America for winter. They’re easy to recognize by their crisp (though extremely variable) markings and the bright white tail feathers they habitually flash in flight. One of the most abundant forest birds of North America, you’ll see juncos on woodland walks as well as in flocks at your feeders or on the ground beneath them 

HABITAT: Dark-eyed Juncos are neat, even flashy little sparrows that flit about forest floors of the western mountains and Canada, then flood the rest of North America for winter. They’re easy to recognize by their crisp (though extremely variable) markings and the bright white tail feathers they habitually flash in flight. One of the most abundant forest birds of North America, you’ll see juncos on woodland walks as well as in flocks at your feeders or on the ground beneath them 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/MOUNTAIN_BLUEBIRD/id

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/DARK-EYED_JUNCO/id 

TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE





AMERICAN ROBIN
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TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE


DESCRIPTION: Medium-sized songbird, long and slim, dull gray all over, white eyering, white outer tail feathers, buffy wing patch. Juveniles are heavily spotted all over in black, white, and buff

HABITAT: A long-tailed gray bird of the high western mountains, the Townsend's Solitaire descends in the winter to lower elevations where it feeds almost exclusively on juniper berries 

AMERICAN ROBIN 

DESCRIPTION: American Robins are fairly large songbirds with a large, round body, long legs, and fairly long tail. Robins are the largest North American thrushes, and their profile offers a good chance to learn the basic shape of most thrushes. Robins make a good reference point for comparing the size and shape of other birds, too. American Robins are gray-brown birds with warm orange underparts and dark heads. In flight, a white patch on the lower belly and under the tail can be conspicuous. Compared with males, females have paler heads that contrast less with the gray back.

BEHAVIOR: American Robins are industrious and authoritarian birds that bound across lawns or stand erect, beak tilted upward, to survey their environs. When alighting they habitually flick their tails downward several times. In fall and winter they form large flocks and gather in trees to roost or eat berries.

HABITAT: American Robins are common across the continent in gardens, parks, yards, golf courses, fields, pastures, tundra, as well as deciduous woodlands, pine forests, shrublands, and forests regenerating after fires or logging.

INTERESTING TIDBITS: 

The quintessential early bird, American Robins are common sights on lawns across North America, where you often see them tugging earthworms out of the ground. Robins are popular birds for their warm orange breast, cheery song, and early appearance at the end of winter. Though they’re familiar town and city birds, American Robins are at home in wilder areas, too, including mountain forests and Alaskan wilderness. 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Townsends_Solitaire/id
 http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/AMERICAN_ROBIN/id 

THE WAXWING (2 species)

BOHEMIAN WAXWING






CEDAR WAXWING
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BOHEMIAN WAXWING


DESCRIPTION: Medium-sized songbird, Brownish gray overall, Crest on top of head, Black mask, yellow tip to tail, white and yellow feather edging in wings, and reddish under the tail. Juveniles are similar to adult, but grayer overall, with broad streaking on underparts, no black on throat or behind eye.

HABITAT: The Bohemian Waxwing is an irregular winter visitor from the far North. It comes primarily to states and provinces along the United States/Canada border, a bit farther southward in the West
CEDAR WAXWING

DESCRIPTION: The Cedar Waxwing is a medium-sized, sleek bird with a large head, short neck, and short, wide bill. Waxwings have a crest that often lies flat and droops over the back of the head. The wings are broad and pointed, like a starling’s. The tail is fairly short and square-tipped. Cedar Waxwings are pale brown on the head and chest fading to soft gray on the wings. The belly is pale yellow, and the tail is gray with a bright yellow tip. The face has a narrow black mask neatly outlined in white. The red waxy tips to the wing feathers are not always easy to see.

BEHAVIOR: Cedar Waxwings are social birds that you’re likely to see in flocks year-round. They sit in fruiting trees swallowing berries whole, or pluck them in mid-air with a brief fluttering hover. They also course over water for insects, flying like tubby, slightly clumsy swallows.

HABITAT: Look for Cedar Waxwings in woodlands of all kinds, and at farms, orchards, and suburban gardens where there are fruiting trees or shrubs.

INTERESTING TIDBITS: 

A treat to find in your binocular viewfield, the Cedar Waxwing is a silky, shiny collection of brown, gray, and lemon-yellow, accented with a subdued crest, rakish black mask, and brilliant-red wax droplets on the wing feathers. In fall these birds gather by the hundreds to eat berries, filling the air with their high, thin, whistles. In summer you’re as likely to find them flitting about over rivers in pursuit of flying insects, where they show off dazzling aeronautics for a forest bird
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/BOHEMIAN_WAXWING/id
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Cedar_Waxwing/id
THE SHRIKES (2 species)
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LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE
NORTHERN SHRIKE
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LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE

DESCRIPTION: Medium-sized songbird, gray back, white throat and whitish chest, black mask, large head, medium-long tail, stout black bill, with hook at end, wings black with white patch, and tail black with white outer feathers. Juveniles are similar to adult, but duller gray and with faint bars on chest and back.

HABITAT: A small gray, black, and white bird of open areas, the Loggerhead Shrike hardly appears to be a predator. But it uses its hooked beak to kill insects, lizards, mice, and birds, and then impales them on thorns to hold them while it rips them apart.
NORTHERN SHRIKE 

DESCRIPTION: Medium-sized songbird, gray back, whitish throat and chest, black mask, large head, medium-long tail, stout bill with hook at end, wings black with white patch, and tail black with white outer feathers. Juveniles are similar to adult, but more brownish, with more distinct barring on chest, and less distinct mask.

INTERESTING TIDBITS:

A predatory songbird, the Northern Shrike breeds in taiga and tundra and winters in southern Canada and the northern United States. It feeds on small birds, mammals, and insects, sometimes impaling them on spines or barbed wire fences. 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/LOGGERHEAD_SHRIKE/id
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Northern_Shrike/id
THE THRUSHES and THE TOWHEES 

RUFUS-SIDED TOWHEE (SPOTTED TOWHEE)
VARIED THURSH
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VARIED THURSH

DESCRIPTION: Large thrush, burnt orange throat, chest, dark face mask and back, dark V-shaped breast band, buffy orange wingbars and stripe above eye.  Male coloring on the back, nape, and crown is gray to blue-gray, throat and breast bright burnt orange, black to slate-gray V on chest, buffy orange eyestripe, wingbars, and patches in wings, bill brown-black; straw-colored at base of lower mandible, tan legs, eyes dark, belly white, undertail coverts slate gray at base, with white or tawny tips. Female coloring on upperparts is brown to brownish gray, wing feathers brown, breast band indistinct brown to gray, throat and chest burnt orange, buffy orange eyestripe and wingbars. Juveniles are brown head and neck tinged with buff. Indistinct orange eyebrow. Throat buff. Breast feathers buff with brown tips. Back and wings brown. Two orange wingbars and orange patches in wing.

HABITAT: A large, robin-like thrush of the Pacific Northwest, the Varied Thrush is a characteristic bird of the mature, dark coniferous forests. Wandering individuals turn up regularly far from home, wintering around feeders in the midwestern states.
RUFUS-SIDED TOWHEE (SPOTTED TOWHEE)
DESCRIPTION: The Spotted Towhee is a large, striking sparrow of sun-baked thickets of the West. When you catch sight of one, they’re gleaming black above (females are grayish), spotted and striped with brilliant white. Their warm rufous flanks match the dry leaves they spend their time hopping around in. The birds can be hard to see in the leaf litter, so your best chance for an unobstructed look at this handsome bird may be in the spring, when males climb into the shrub tops to sing their buzzy songs. 

A large sparrow with a thick, pointed bill, short neck, chunky body, and long, rounded tail.Male Spotted Towhees have jet-black upperparts and throat; their wings and back are spotted bright white. The flanks are warm rufous and the belly is white. Females have the same pattern but are warm brown where males are black. In flight, look for white corners to the black tail.

BEHAVIOR: Spotted Towhees hop over the ground beneath dense tangles of shrubs, scratching in leaf litter for food. They also climb into lower branches to search for insects and fruits, or to deliver their quick, buzzy song. Towhees can fly long distances, but more often make short, slow flights between patches of cover.

HABITAT: Look for Spotted Towhees in open, shrubby habitat with thick undergrowth. Spotted Towhees are also at home in backyards, forest edges, and overgrown fields

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Varied_Thrush/id 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Spotted_Towhee/id

THE SPARROWS (13 species – 3 winter)

AMERICAN TREE SPARROW
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GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW
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WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW
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AMERICAN TREE SPARROW

DESCRIPTION: Small songbird, rusty brown crown and eyestripe on gray head, dark spot in center of unstreaked breast, two white wingbars, tail rather long. Juveniles are like adult, but with some streaks on crown, nape, and breast.

HABITAT: The American Tree Sparrow is a common winter visitor in backyards all across southern Canada and the northern United States. Despite its common name, it forages on the ground, nests on the ground, and breeds primarily above treeline in the far North

GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW

DESCRIPTION: Large sparrow, small songbird, yellow crown, bordered by black, gray face and chest, white wingbars, back brown with black stripes, and long tail. Juveniles are duller than adult, with head pattern obscured, the crown finely streaked, and chest streaked. Immature like adult, but mostly lacking crown stripes.

HABITAT: A large sparrow common in winter along the Pacific Coast, the Golden-crowned Sparrow is not as well known on its breeding grounds in northwestern Canada and Alaska.

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW

DESCRIPTION: The White-crowned Sparrow is a large sparrow with a small bill and a long tail. The head can look distinctly peaked or smooth and flat, depending on the bird’s attitude. First impressions of White-crowned Sparrows tend to be of a plain, pale-gray bird; next your eye is drawn to the very bold black-and-white stripes on the head and the pale pink or yellow bill. Learn this bird's size and shape so you're ready to identify young birds that have brown, not black, markings on the head.

BEHAVIOR: You’ll see White-crowned Sparrows low at the edges of brushy habitat, hopping on the ground or on branches usually below waist level. They’re also found in open ground (particularly on their breeding grounds) but typically with the safety of shrubs or trees nearby.

HABITAT: Look for White-crowned Sparrows in places where safe tangles of brush mix with open or grassy ground for foraging. The smart black-and-white head, pale beak, and crisp gray breast combine for a dashing look – and make it one of the surest sparrow identifications in North America. Watch for flocks of these sparrows scurrying through brushy borders and overgrown fields, or coax them into the open with backyard feeders. As spring approaches, listen out for this bird’s thin, sweet whistle.

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/AMERICAN_TREE_SPARROW/id

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/GOLDEN-CROWNED_SPARROW/id 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/WHITE-CROWNED_SPARROW/id 

MISCELLANEOUS SONG BIRDS
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RED CROSSBILL

WESTERN MEADOWLARK
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SNOW BUNTING 

DESCRIPTION: Nonbreeding (Basic) Plumage: Small songbird, lots of white in the plumage, underside white, large white patches in wings, brownish on back and face, and black tail with white outer feathers. The male’s wings are nearly completely white at base with black tips, and small black spot on leading edge. Head, breast, belly, flanks, and rump white. Forehead, crown, nape, and face feathers tipped with brown. Feathers of back and parts of wings black with white or rufous tips, faint brick red band across top of chest, and bill yellowish orange with black tip. The female wingtips are brownish black with much dark across leading edge of wings, rear and inner section of wings white, and bill yellowish orange. Head, breast, belly, flanks, and rump white. Forehead, crown, nape, and face feathers tipped with brown. Feathers of back and parts of wings black with white or rufous tips, and faint brick red band across top of chest. Juveniles are similar to adult, but more dark on wings.

RED CROSSBILL 

DESCRIPTION: Stocky red or greenish finch, plain blackish wings, short, notched tail, and thick, curved bill with crossed tips. Males’ head and body are deep brick red to reddish yellow, or greenish, wing feathers blackish brown without wingbars, and, tail blackish brown. Females are uniformly olive or grayish, with greenish or greenish yellow chest and rump. Wing feathers blackish brown, without wingbars. Tail blackish brown. Juveniles are with heavy dark streaks on whitish chest. Back gray-brown tinged with pale green or brown. Rump yellowish with dark streaks. Thin buffy wingbars. Immature like adult female, but some males may be reddish or mixed red and yellow.

HABITAT: A stocky finch of mature coniferous forests, the Red Crossbill is dependent on the seed cones that are its main food. Its peculiar bill allows it access to the seeds, and it will breed whenever it finds areas with an abundance of cones. It may wander widely between years to find a good cone crop.
WESTERN MEADOWLARK 

DESCRIPTION: Large, stocky songbird with a short tail, throat, chest, and belly yellow, black "V" across chest, back brown and streaked, and the outer tail feathers are white. Juveniles are similar to adult, but with head stripes less sharp, paler overall, and with dusky spots or flecks on chest instead of black V.

HABITAT: An abundant and familiar bird of open country across the western two-thirds of the continent, the Western Meadowlark is beloved for its melodic song. It is frequently seen singing atop fence posts along roadsides in native grassland and agricultural areas.

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/SNOW_BUNTING/id 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/RED_CROSSBILL/id
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/WESTERN_MEADOWLARK/id 

THE FINCH (3 species)

PURPLE FINCH
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CASSIN’S FINCH
HOUSE FINCH
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PURPLE FINCH

DESCRIPTION: Purple Finches are large and chunky with powerful, conical. The tail seems short and notched at the tip. Males are delicate pink-red on the head and breast, mixing with brown on the back and cloudy white on the belly. Females have no red. They are coarsely streaked below, with strong facial markings including a whitish eyestripe and a dark line down the side of the throat.

BEHAVIOR: Purple Finches readily come to feeders. You’ll also see them in forests, where they can be noisy but hard to see as they forage high in trees. In winter they may descend to eat seeds from plants and stalks in weedy fields. Their flight is undulating.

HABITAT: During winter you can find them in a wider variety of habitats, including shrublands, old fields, forest edges, and backyards. Separating them from House Finches requires a careful look. 
CASSIN’S FINCH

DESCRIPTION: Slightly larger than the other red finches, Cassin’s Finch is a medium-sized, and the bill is relatively long and pointed. Males’ caps are bright pinkish red, nape paler, ear coverts brown, chin, throat, and upper breast dull rose pink, grading into pinkish white on belly, back grayish with faint reddish wash and broad dusky streaks, rump unstreaked rose pink, undertail coverts white with dusky streaks. Females’ back and head grayish are with blackish streaks, underparts are white with distinct dark streaking, undertail coverts streaked, pale eyering, and faint white eyestripe. Immature are identical to female.

HOUSE FINCH

DESCRIPTION: House Finches are small-bodied finches with fairly large beaks and somewhat long, flat heads. The wings are short, making the tail seem long by comparison. Many finches have distinctly notched tails, but the House Finch has a relatively shallow notch in its tail.  Adult males are rosy red around the face and upper breast, with streaky brown back, belly and tail. In flight, the red rump is conspicuous. Adult females aren’t red; they are plain grayish-brown with thick, blurry streaks and an indistinctly marked face.

BEHAVIOR: House Finches are gregarious birds that collect at feeders or perch high in nearby trees. When they’re not at feeders, they feed on the ground, on weed stalks, or in trees. They move fairly slowly and sit still as they shell seeds by crushing them with rapid bites. Flight is bouncy, like many finches.

HABITAT: House Finches frequent city parks, backyards, urban centers, farms, forest edges, deserts, grassland, chaparral, and woods.

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/PURPLE_FINCH/id 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Cassins_Finch/id 



http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/House_finch/id
MISCELLANEOUS SONG BIRDS

PINE SISKIN
AMERICAN GOLDFINCH
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PINE SISKIN


DESCRIPTION: Small finch, brown and heavily streaked, paler underneath, and two buff wingbars, yellow in wing at base of flight feathers. Juvenile similar to adult, more buffy.

HABITAT: The most common of the irruptive "winter finches," the Pine Siskin often remains on the wintering grounds long enough to breed.
AMERICAN GOLDFINCH

DESCRIPTION: A small finch with a short, conical bill and a small, head, long wings, and short, notched tail. Adult males in spring and early summer are bright yellow with black forehead, black wings with white markings, and white patches both above and beneath the tail. Adult females are duller yellow beneath, olive above. Winter birds are drab, unstreaked brown, with blackish wings and two pale wingbars.

BEHAVIOR: These are active and acrobatic little finches that cling to weeds and seed socks, and sometimes mill about in large numbers at feeders or on the ground beneath them. Goldfinches fly with a bouncy, undulating pattern and often call in flight, drawing attention to themselves.

HABITAT: The goldfinch’s main natural habitats are weedy fields and floodplains, where plants such as thistles and asters are common. They’re also found in cultivated areas, roadsides, orchards, and backyards. American Goldfinches can be found at feeders any time of year, but most abundantly during winter

INTERESTING TIDBITS:

This handsome little finch, the state bird of New Jersey, Iowa, and Washington, is welcome and common at feeders, where it takes primarily sunflower and nyjer. Goldfinches often flock with Pine Siskins and Common Redpolls. Spring males are brilliant yellow and shiny black with a bit of white. Females and all winter birds are more dull but identifiable by their conical bill; pointed, notched tail; wingbars; and lack of streaking. During molts they look bizarrely patchy.
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/pine_siskin/id

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/AMERICAN_GOLDFINCH/id

NON-NATIVE SPECIES
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EUROPEAN STARLING
HOUSE SPARROW
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EUROPEAN STARLING

DESCRIPTION: Starlings are chunky and blackbird-sized, but with short tails and long, slender beaks. In flight their wings are short and pointed, making them look rather like small, four-pointed stars (and giving them their name). At a distance, starlings look black. In summer they are purplish-green iridescent with yellow beaks; in fresh winter plumage they are brown, covered in brilliant white spots.

BEHAVIOR: Starlings are boisterous, loud, and they travel in large groups (often with blackbirds and grackles). They race across fields, beak down and probing the grass for food; or they sit high on wires or trees making a constant stream of rattles, whirrs, and whistles.

HABITAT: Starlings are common in towns, suburbs, and countryside near human settlements. They feed on the ground on lawns, fields, sidewalks, and parking lots. They perch and roost high on wires, trees, and buildings.

HOUSE SPARROW

DESCRIPTION: House Sparrows aren’t related to other North American sparrows, and they’re differently shaped. House Sparrows are chunkier, fuller in the chest, with a larger, rounded head, shorter tail, and stouter bill than most American sparrows. Male House Sparrows are brightly colored birds with gray heads, white cheeks, a black bib, and rufous neck – although in cities you may see some that are dull and grubby. Females are a plain buffy-brown overall with dingy gray-brown underparts. Their backs are noticeably striped with buff, black, and brown.

BEHAVIOR: House Sparrows are noisy sparrows that flutter down from eaves and fencerows to hop and peck at crumbs or birdseed. Look for them flying in and out of nest holes hidden behind shop signs or in traffic lights, or hanging around parking lots waiting for crumbs and picking insects off car grills.

HABITAT: House Sparrows have lived around humans for centuries. Look for them on city streets, taking handouts in parks and zoos, or cheeping from a perch on your roof or trees in your yard. House Sparrows are absent from undisturbed forests and grasslands, but they’re common in countryside around farmsteads

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/European_Starling/id
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/house_sparrow/id
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